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REPENTANCE—A SERMON, 
BY REY, 7. H. BUGBEE. 


© From that time Jesus began to preach, and to $ay, repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand '—MATT. iv. 17. 


IT has not-unfrequently been observed, by those 
who are opposed to. our system - of doctrine, that 
we do not say as much as we should say, about 
the 8ubject of repentance, It is thought that we 
preach too much concerning the goodness of God; 
while we.neglect to warn the sinner against the 
dangers to which he stands exposed. Our answer 
to 8uch objections is, that we do not preach, with 
a view to please either friends or foes. In the se- 
lection of .subjetts, we are generally governed by 
our own inclination, our own judgment ; and hay- 
ing chosen 8uch 8ubjects as 8eem proper, it is our 
usual, and. I may add, our invariable custom, to 
treat them in our own way. It is our object to 
preach.the fundamental doctrines of Christianity, 
as clearly, and as fully, as they have been present- 
ed to our own minds, and leave them to produce 
their proper effect on those that hear. We mean 
not, to.be dictated by any man, or number of men, 
what we sball preach, or how we shall preach; 
but follow = consclience, and the sacred yoice 
of duty. If, however, there. be present on this oc- 
caglon, any, who think that we neglect to enforce 
the doctrine of repentance toward God, and faith 
toward. our Lord Jesus Christ, we hope that what 
we 8hall say on this 8ubject, will undeceive their 
minds.  For- our text calls upon us to preach, 
"onyIng, repent.” | % 

We learn from the text, that repentance was a 
doctrine inculcated by the Savior of mankind. He 
commenced his ministry on. earth, by calling upon 


men-to *Repent.” His precursor, John Baptist,. 


delivered the same. doctrine; preaching in the 
wilgerness of Judea, he 88id, *Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of God is, at hand.” This was also & 
doctrine earnestly and. powerfully d by the 
apostles, of the great Redeemer, St. Peter, after 
boldly. exposing the wickedness of the Jews, who 
* killed the Prince of peace, preached thus the doc- 
trine of. repentance :— Repent ye therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be. blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing sball come. from the 
presence of the Lord.' . And we hear the great 


apostle to the Gentiles, saying—* But [God] now 
commandeth all men, everywhere; to repent.) . 

From these passages, it is evident" that Tepent- 
ance is a doctrine of the New Testament. + Nor; 
is this a doetrine peculiar to the gospel dispenss- 
tion; for it was explicitly taught under the admin- 
istration of Moses, and by: the ministry of the 
prophets. Indeed, and in a word, this doctrine 
has been proclaimed: by all the servants of God, 
in every age of the world, from the venerable pa- 
triarch, Noah, down to the present- time. It is, 
therefore, a doctrine of high authority, of deep-in- 
terest, and necessary to be urged with serious- 
ness upon the acceptance of mankind. 

But this doctrine has shared the fate of many 
other doctrines of Christianity, which have been 
grossly corrupted by designing men.. Like most 
other doctrines of Jesus, it has been perverted and 
abused, to subserve the interest of those, - who 
would <lord it. over God's heritage,” and who have 
as8umed the high prerogative of dictating to man- 
kind the terms of heaven and hell. 'This state- 
ment is susceptible of the clearest proof, of proof 
which will look down all opposition. e 4 

W hat, let me ask, are the motives which are: 
generally urged, to induce a compliance. with the-. 
command of the text? On the one hand, those 
who will repent, are promised as the reward of 
repentance, endless felicity and glory in the pres- 
ence of God—and on the other hand, those who 
will not repent, are threatened with endless tor- 
ment, in the unseen, and unknown world. | Did 
John Baptist preach. repentance thus? Did the 
Savior of sinners, or his faithful apostles present. 
8uch motives, or employ 8uch terrors, to induce- 
men to repent? We answer without hesitation 
—they did not. They called upon men every 
where © to Repent'—but in no place did they hold 
forth the prize of immortal joy, as the reward of. 
repentance ; nor denounce endless woe on-8uch 
as neglected the call. ba 21 

How then did the Savior preach the doctrine of 
repentance? And what motive did he think pro- 
per to urge, to induce compliance on the part of 
mankind ? The text shall answer, it 8hall decide 
this point. * From that time, Jesus: be to 
preach, and to say, Repent, for the kin of 
Cranks is &, hand.” Ki n Baptist _—_ the. 

octrine in the same language—saying, *Re > 
e, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hong.” 
h urged upon the Jews, as & motive to 


ance, the consideration, that the kingdom of Hoaw- 
en, which signifies the gospel dispensation, was 
then at hand. The kingdom of divine was 
about. to be get up in the world, and they were. 
called upon to repent, that they might exyoy 1ts 


Thus you, plainly ee; that no motives were. 
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drawn from a future "# «ang; or Jesus, to 
induce men. to *Re - They both preache 
the doctrine, and told the people that the prom 
reign of the Messiah, the kingdom of heaven— 
was at hand. But men are now called upon to 
repent, because the kingdom of hell'is at hand, 
No other consideration is urged, and no other 
considerftion gseems* to affect the minds of men. 
It is thus that the doctrine of repentance has been 
perverted, and in many instances by those from 
whom we could have hoped better things. In 
this manner people have been deceived, by those 
who have professed to be their guides in religion. 
"This kind of preaching, much as it stands op- 
posed to the | gar. of Christ, is much esteem- 
ed, even at the present day. It is not 80 much 
respected; as it once was, when, to doubt the 
truth of what the preacher advanced, was account- 
ed almost blasphemous ; but it is still caressed by 
multitudes. But it is our devout prayer to God 
that the time may 800n come, when the gospel of 
Jesus, 8hall shine in its original brightness and 
wer, and the reign of bigotry and superstition 
destroyed. - 

I now proceed to consider the nature, and de- 
8ign of the true doctrine of -repentance. . It will 
be our object to explain this:doctrine, as we find 
it laid down .-in the s8acred Scriptures. For. we 
wish to preach -repentance as it was preached by 
our Savior and the holy apostles. 'This will be 
our main purpose ; and we wish the hearers to 
follow us, no farther than we follow the scriptures 
of trath. We have no desire, nor ambition that 
men 8$hould.pin their faith upon our sleeves. 

The first thing to be considered, is, the follow- 
ing question : what is th& meaning of the word 
frepent?? This word is defined to mean, 1. Sor- 
row or regret for 80mething done or spoken. 2. 
To express 8orrow for something past. 8. 'To 
change the mind in consequence of the inconve- 
nience or injury done by past conduct. 4: When 
applied to the Sovereign of the universe, it im- 
lis change in the course of his providential 
dealings. e know, that the unchangeable God 
cannot repent, in the common acceptation of that 
word; he cannot experience regret for any thing 
which he has done or spoken ; nor can he change 
his mind in consequence of injury done. by past 
conduct. To suppose this possible with Deity, is 
to regemble him to'man. If God could feel 8or- 
row for what is paet, it wonld - prove him capable 
of doing wrong, or of s8uffering injury and incon- 
venience; which must be nvodetble; And if he 
were capable of undergoing a change in his mind, 
it would prove that he was not immutable. 

When, therefore, we find the word *Repent,' 
applied to God, we are not to consider it as teach- 
ing the absuard idea, that God is 8orrowful, or that 
he has undergone a change in his mind. Tt ex- 
pres8es no more than a change in his providential 
dealings.-God is of one'mind, and none can turn 
him—he changes "not. | He is not man that he 
8hould lie, neither the 8on of man that he should 


- But it is in reference to mankind that we are to 
consider this 8ubject; to beings frail, and there- 
fore liable to err. To'men, the word * repent? 
has a natural application, Let it be remembered 


then, that'the' word * repent,” signifies 8orrow for 


something done or spoken ; regret for 8omething 
past ; « change of mind, in consequence of injury 
regulting from past conduct. According to this 


definition, repentance is a 8orrow for past offe 
mitted against God, and a cor | 
nge of mind and conduct. It is a deep 
tion for. sin, as a violation of Go@s law, ap 
basest ingratitude to a Being of infinite bens 
lence, accompanied. with a firm resolution 
amendment. In the text, then, Christ called upon 
the Jews to exercise" sorrow' for their past 8ins, 
and reform their lives, . that, they might prepare 
themselves to enjoy the Blessings of his kingdom 
—then at hand. 
Repentance, therefore, includes 8omething more 
than a feeling of zorrow, at the remembrance of 


| past offences—something more than regret, which 


the inconveniences, resulting from wrong doing, 
may awaken in the sinner's bosom—it includes'the 
idea of a change of heart, of affection, of life. 
That kind of repentance, which consists in sighs 
and tears, may be experienced seven times aday 

without improving in the least, the condition of 
the subject. 'This is. what the tle has denom- 
inated © the 8orrow of the world,” * which worketh 
death.* It 1s no repentance at all. 

But this is the kind of repentance, most popu- 
lar among men, and those who do not manifest it, 
are considered unfit for-the kingdom of God. The 
multitude have been taught that God is displeased 
with them, and are endeavoring to please hitn and 
obtain his lost favor, by tears, and penance. 
They are told that endless woe will be their awful 
portion in the next world, if they do not repent, if 
they do not meet with a mysterious change. Un- 
der 8nch impressions, and in yiew of dangers 80 
appalling, men are endeavoring to repent, to do 
something to save themselves from the wrath of 
God. Hence, repentance is only a work of the 
eo meg a work, with which the mind has nothing 
to do. | 

What is repentance or conversion as these 
terms are generally understood? Is it a change 
of mind, of life? is it ceasing to do evil, and learn- 
ing to do well ?. No. It is another thing. Goin 
to the midst of a revival scene, and there you may 
learn the common 'process of conviction and con- 
version. 'There you shall see persons reduced to 
a state-of extreme fear, and sometimes of pale 
despair. 'They are alarmed by terrifying descrip- 
tions of the character of God, and brought to con- 
sider themselves as hell-deserving smners, for 
whom God has no'compassjon in store ; their best 
actions are'represented as sinful ; they remember 
the past with deep regret, and think of the future 
with the keenest anguish; they are now told to 
pray to God for pardon, but the thought that the 
attempt might sink them deeper in condemnation, 
prevents all utterance. This is called conviction, 
repentance, concern of mind. But what good has 
all this anguish done those who were its 8ubjects ? 
Are they now-'8afe? No. For they are'told that 
if God shonld take them out of the world in such 
a condition, they must lie down in hopeless 8orrow. 
When this state of fear has continued for a proper 
8eason, the minister puts on a smiling counte- 
nance, and proclaims to them the love of God. 
Their fears 8#ddenly depart, and cheering hopes 
8pring-up in their bosoms, 'The dark cloud dis- 
{5.914 hows all is fair, and calm, and delightfu). 

\ow, what converted them? Are not 8nch things 
the work of the passions'? Ts this 8uch a repent- 
ance, are they 8uch conversions as we read of in 
the scriptures ? Par from it. FM 

And how often does it happen that persons who 
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profess to have experienced this kind of repent-, 
nee, in a..sh me relapse tnto their former 
cked habits, They often become ten times 
more wicked than they were before. I need not 
point you to examples. - 

\ This kind of repentance will not answer. It is 
not the repentance whizh our Savior preached to 
the Jews. It is in vain that we sorrow for our 
2ins, if” we do not resolye to forsake them. And 
having resolved, we must carry the resoution into 
effect. Repentance then, not only implies a 8or- 
row for past conduct, but a change of mind, in 
consequence of the injury which'it has occasioned, 
This is the meaning of the word *repent.” Have 
you found inconveniences and experienced inju- 
ries from evil doing? Then change your mind, 
and no longer pursue a course which involves 
you in distress and sorrow. Repent, turn from 
your wicked way and live. 

But there is one other view of repentance which 
' degerves notice. 'The word is 80metimes used to 

denote a change of religion; a change from error 
to the truth. The repentance which our Savior 
urged upon the Jewish nation, was a reformation 
not only of conduct, but of religion. It was a 
change, nay arp; to qualify them for receiving 
the kingdom of God, or the gospel dispensation. 
Hence, as a motive to repentance, they were told, 
that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. It was 
a call, therefore, to change their religion, to re- 
nounce their guperstitions, and embrace a new 
system of religion—even the gospel of our Re- 
deemer. It was a command to change from the 
old to the new dispensation. 

Let us 8ee how this use of the term will accord 
with the 8acred scriptures. You will bear in mind 
the fact, that by *kingdom of heaven' is meant 
the gospel of Christ. It was this kingdom which 
was then at hand ; and which our Savior declared 
in another place, to be among the people. Now 
what did our Savior 8ay to his disciples, respect- 
ing entering into this kingdom? *Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ve shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of God.” You 
8ee that a change was necessary to qualify men 
to enjoy the gospel. To be converted, 1s to be 
changed—and what change did men need to fit 
them for that heavenly kingdom? Answer, a 
change of mind. A change of religion, or of 
prinetples. 

Take the case of Nicodemus, that Jewish ruler, 
who went to our Savior by night, to inquire after 
his religion, What did our Savior tell this man ? 
He told him that *except a man be born again, he 
cannot gee the kingdom of God.' This ruler re- 
quired a change to fit him for the kingdom of 
Christ, He was a Jew, a ruler of Jews ; and be- 
fore he could enjoy the re of Christ, it was 
requigite that he should change his principles. 
When Christ told this man that he must be born 
again, he delivered the same doctrine that the text 
contains. He was a Jew, and his principles re- 
quired a change, To repent, is to change one's 
mind, When Saul of Tarsus was struck down, 
on his way to Damascus, he repented, he gave up 
wb, religion, and embraced the gospel of 

ot. 


It may now be proper to consider the motives 
which Christ and the apostles employed to induce 
men to repent. In the text, men are called upon 


to repent, becausc *the kingdom of heaven was at 


— GT nr rn nm 
hand.” In the gospel of»8t. Lake, we find a de- 
nunciation of temporal destruction on those who 
should neglect to repent, He was told of the 
Gallileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their 8acrifices. His answer was, * Except ye re- 
pent ye 8hall all likewise perish.” He here point- 
ed out the consequences which would follow their 
rejection of the gospel. About forty years from 
this time, the city of Jerusalem was overthrown, 
and more than a million of Jews were destroyed. 

It deeerves notice, that Christ denounced upon 
these people, no threatenings of future, endless 
woe! He threatened 8uch as neglected his gos- 
pel with severe temporal judgments, but said 
nothing respecting what are now called. the awful 
retributions of eternity! If that doctrine, which 
dooms the sinner to endless condemnation, was 
true, how shall we account for his sjilence on that 
8nbject ? 

When the Jews, before whom Peter preached, 
were struck under condemnation, and inquired of 
the apostles—* men and brethren, what 8hall we 
do to be s8aved? Peter 8aid—*Repent, and be 
baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of #1ns, and ye 8hall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.' And s0 far 
was this apostle from preaching the common doc- 
trine of future condemnation, that he told these 
murderers of Christ, of promises which pertained 
to'them and their children. * For the promise is 
unto you and your children, and to all them that 
are afar off &c. In the next chapter, the third of 
the Acts, we find the apostle stil] discoursing to 
the same people; charging them with the horrid 
crime of killing the Prince of peace, and callir 
upon them to repent... .* Repent ye, therefore, an 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times,” &c. But does he denounce 
upon them the awful gentence of endless. wrath 
and condemnation? Does he tell them that God 
has no mercy in store for them? - Hear him— 
* And he 8hall 8end Jesns, who before was preach- 
ed unto you; whom the heavens must receive 
antil the times of restitution of all things, which 
God hath s8poken, &c.—But this is not all; as 
though it were not enough to point these murder- 
ers to Jesus, and proclaim to them a restitution of 
all things—he adds, © Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made 
with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in 
thy 8eed shall all the nations of the earth be 
bless8ed. Unto you first, God, having raiged up 
his Son Jesus, ent him to bless you, in turning 
away every one of you from his iniquities,” | 

Such is the doctrine of repentance as taught by 
Christ and the apostles. "They :onttlagaen men 
to repent, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. And the promise is unto you and your 
children, &c. The repentance which they taught, 
consisted in men's turning from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God. Tt was « 
reformation of life, and a change of religion. And 
they encouraged men to repent by motives drawn 
from the love of God, and the promises of his 
grace, Says St. Paul, *the goodness of God ltead= 
eth thee to repentance.” 484 

How reasonable is this doctrine as preached in 
the 8criptures of truth ! What powerfut motives 
are offered to induce men to repent, and turn unta 
God! And how im - it is that mankind 
should hear the call, turn from their errors, and 
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enter into rest. Therefore, let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his iy 
and let them return unto the Lord, who will have 

atly pardon, _ _. "oy | 

We call upon the habitual sinner_to repent, 
that he may escape the inconveniences andinjuries 
which result from sin, and enjoy the pleagures of 
religion. and virtue, The kingdom of heaven is 
nigh unto every man, it consists in righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. , And when the 
wicked man ceases from his wickedness, . and 
becomes & follower of truth, he enters into the 
freedom of the sons of God. 

We call upon those who hold erroneous opin- 
ions, who have embraced a religion which affords 
no comforting views of God, and no cheering 
hopes of a blessed hereafter, to repent, to change 
their minds, and receive a gospel which is © good 
tidings of great Joy, which shall be unto all peo- 

le. We call upon men every where to repent. 
Wo tell them that the kingdom of heaven is among 
 them—we direct them to the glorious promises of 
the gospel—we exhibit the blessings of pure 
religion—we show them the awful consequences 
which are the 8ure results of sin—and by. these 
things, would we persuade men to be reconciled 
unto God. | 

Let us resolve then, my brethren, and put the 
resolution into effect, that we will avoid the 
evil and choose the good, Let us walk worthy 
of our holy vocation, and honor, by our heavenly 
conyersation, the doctrine of God our Savior, who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto a 
knowledge of the truth. Amen. 


rcy. upon them, and to our God, for he will 
abundan 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


SCATTERING THOUGHTS —No. 2. 


STRANGE as it may appear—and wonderful as it 
may at first 8ight 8eem, © the term damnation 8ounds 
gweeter in some men's ears than would the music 
of the s8pheres. To such lovers of maryellous 8u- 
_ perstition, these thoughts will prove unpleasant ; 
but to the honest inquirer after truth, to those 
who prize truth more than preconceived opinions, 
I will 8obmitmy lucubrations. It may astonisk 8ome 
persons to learn the fact, and it is a 8olemn truth, 
that the book called the Bible, that'is, the orig- 
inal of that book, contains no word which is 8ynon- 
ymous with the term damned or damnation. Also, 
that, the. English terms damned and damnation 
received their birth in the zeal of a comparatively 
modern generation, to accommodate the believers 
in a future hell, with a term that suited their re- 
fined ideas, and their Christian benevolence. This 
magical word damnation, has been s8queezed into 
the translation of the . Bible in less than twelve 
pas8ages ; while the legitimate term salvation, 
occurs one hundred.and seventy times! Notwith- 
standing which, those who read the Bible to find 
damnation, are gure. to find /it, and sermons are 
geasoned with it 80 highly, that those who attempt 
to. feed their minds by receiving them, ruin their 
digestion for truth, and become theological -dis- 

zeptics. .. What then, is damnation ? _ : Wh 
-*If he that believeth not, shall be damned, what 
'8hall be his condition? Reader, the declaration 
is not that the unbeliever shall be damned unless 
he repent—it is imperative. Heshall be damned. 


from 
present age. 


men by God 
'the endless wrath .of Jehovah. -How - great the 


What is the scripture definition. of dainnation ?— 
Who are the subjects of damnation ? + 

© First, W hat 18 damnation? John informs us, 
chap. iii. 19, + This is-the condemnation, that life 
has come into the world, and men loyed darkness 
rather than light, because..their deeds were evil.” 
Second.— W ho, are, the,subjects of damnation ? 
Paul informs us, Rom. v.18, * By the offence.of 
one, judgment 'came upon all men to, condemna- 
tion z even 80, by the righteousness. of one, the 
free gift came upon all-men unto justification of 
life.” Burt these pReng es speak of condemnation, 
not damnation. It is the 8ame word in the origi- 
nal, however.—The translators of the book are 
alone accountable for the discrepancy.. ,» 'They 
render the Greek term krima, with its variations, 
damnation, condemnation and judgment. 'There- 
fore, if, as the we Era, ark affirm, he 
that believeth not, shall be. damned, then Paul 
teaches the doctrine of universal damnation, I 
go further. It. is indispensable that all men sball 
be judged to damnation, in order that they may be 
8ubjects to juetification unto. life. Ars 

The 8ame Paul declares © the wages of 8in 1s 
death,” They who are the 8ubjects of the con- 
demnation of the scriptures, suffer death. Paul 
was, at one time, an unbehever. He was con- 
demned.. He received the wages of sin, which is 
death. Paul says, *sin revived. and 1 died.” 
Again, * sin deceived and slew me.” —W hat is the 
death 8poken of ?—The Scriptures answer—*'To 
be carnally minded is death.” _ 

Reader, I have produded for your | conviction 
of the truth, evidence from the scriptures of truth. 
I have not insulted your understanding, by offer- 
ing you the dogmas of sectarians, or bigots.; I 
have not threatened you with a cruel torment in a 
future hell, as a penalty for not believing... I have 
presented for your consideration some-of the 
minent truths of the scriptures, stripped of their 
falee glosses. I have referred you:to the fountain 
head for the definition of scripture. terms; and I 
appeal to your understanding—l will not attempt 
to operate 'on your pas81ons, whether of fears, or 
of hopes and expectations founded. on the: excite- 
ment of the moment, or the creature of a diseased 
imagination. I would say, in the language of in- 
Spiration itself,, * Come, let us reason together. 
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
wool—though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be white as 8now.” If you will not reason, if you 
will prefer the darkness of human dogmas to the 
light of the gospel, it is because your deeds. are 
evil; and you dread the light, lesþ you, be reproy- 
ed, You must then experience the condemnation 
of the scriptures ; and be the 8ubject of that fear, 
doubt, and consequent. torment, which is the por- 
tion of all those who are unacquainted with God 
their Creator and Judge, and strangers: to. the 
knowledge of the glory of his character and benefi- 
cence of his purpose. Christ's apostles exhorted 
men by the mercies of God, to present their bodies 
a living 8acrifice; and this preac ing differs widely 

at of many of the pulpit -declaimers of. the 

The apostles- persuaded men—di- 
vines.now frighten them, 'T *poaWeg bovapght 
s mercies—divines terrify them. by 


contrast!: When will professed ministers preach 
the only damnation. the Bible names, and follow 
Paul as he followed Christ ?” {Ds As 


. this is bondage and mise 
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ALL MEN LOVE GOD? 
NUMBER IV. 


In the first number, I _said, the grand object- of 
every faithful teacher of \ no IM is to induce 
men to love God ; and I also said, the very means 
which s8ome preachers use to induce men to love 
God, defeat their object ; and this I promised to 
prove. In the third number, I have shown plain- 
ly enough, that the Unitarians fail to induce men 
to love God, through fear of.unfolding his true 
character to their understandings, and by conceal- 
ing. from them, his beneyolent designs. toward 
them. Surely, they cannot expect to bring men 
to love God, by keeping them ignorant of him, 
and his designs.. Ignorance holds the whole man 
in a 8tate of doubt, fear, and condemnation ; and 
This 1s the effect, 
of ignorance and the only way to destroy the 
effect, is to remove the cause; and the only way 
to remoye the cause, is to bring men out of dark- 
ness, into the light, or from error unto the knowl- 
edge of the trut | 

fthe Unitarians have right views of God, and 
these views influence them to love him and keep 
his commandments, on what 'principle, I ask, do 
they argue, to prove that the 8ame knowledge will 
not produce the same effect upon all men, provided 
that they are put in possessIon of it? Do they 
really fear to communicate this knowledge to their 
sdffering fellow-men'? Is it possible that they can 
fear its tendency ? Are they afraid to attempt to 


WHY DO NOT 


' remove the vail from the hearts of men, lest, be- 


fore they complete the work, they will run into 
sin and crime, or destroy themselves? Tf 80, I 
can as8ure them, from experience, that they labor 
under a very great mistake. The moment one 
bright ray of trath dawns upon' the benighted 
mind 'of man, that moment, his mental eyes are 
directed toward the point wheiice it proceeds— 
his attention is-fixed—his whole heart and- 80ul 
are engaged—his. peace and joy 'increase as he 
advances inthe path of truth—his doubts and fears 
have yanished—he is a 'new creature in Christ— 
he is fulttof love to God and love. to men—he now 
beholds the- Son of righteousness shining forth in 
his full-gplendor and. glory—he can'contain him- 
8elf no longer—he 8houts aloud for joy;; yea, in 
believing, he rejoices © with;joy-unspeakable and 
full of glory. - He cannot, keep these:good tidings 
to himself; no, he desires-the speech of angels — 
the language, of every nation under .heaven, and 
the wich os 8even thunders, that he may proclaim 
them to all people, Such is the effect. of truth 
upon the heart.and mind of man, when 1t shines 
full and clear. And this.leads me to believe that 
the Unitarians have but a faint glimpse of the glory 
revealed in Christ,: If they 'had.a full and clear; 
view of the true light, they .would not, they could 


not hide. it from their benighted fellow-creatures;| 


no, they, would .love them as; themeelves, they 
would desire'to-haye them behold their light, and 
rejoice with then... I ; "__* 


» _ 


t is'of no.avail to let into the mind one. faint 


ray;of light, and, then wait seven years before we | 1 
| tial, rev 
They attribute all these evil passons to 


admit/another, If we begin this glorious work in 
the wisdom.of God, the wisdom of man, must not 
interfere,, We must.not invite all men to a feast; 
of fat things, and merely give them a taste, and 


; 


| 


; 


| 


| then remoye the cloth ; for .if we do, they will 


, 


they. could not paint it blacker, nor more ternble,.. 
than thay aug that of the wisest and best of. be- 
m : 


—— 


despise us, and reject our mock feast with disdain, 
If we begin, we must continue to. feed. the mind 
with knowledge aud understanding, lest.it become 
weary, and faint by the way. - One faint ray of 
light, only 8erves to make the darkness. of the- 
mind more v1sible. It operates like an 1gnus fatuus, 
which the wanderer eagerly pursues im one direc- 
tion, and then. in. another, believing: that it. will 
guide him to a place of rest; but; alas! it leads 
hun into, and then leaves him, in the wilderness 0 
despair. 

The Unitarians-think that the orthodox are hot 
upon eome. subjects, and that the Universalists 
are cold upon the s8ame 8ubjects, and 80 they have - 
resolyed to take a middle stand, and to be * neither. 
hot nor cold.” 'The orthodox belieye that God has 
cursed a part of the human family, and therefore 
they pour out thewr curses upon poor sinners. 'The 
Universalists believe, that the God of love has, in 
his immutable purpose, blessed in Christ, all. the 
nations, and all the families, and all the kindreds 
of the earth; and therefore they continue :to 
shower down the blessing of God upon the whole7 
people, eyen upon those. who curse them.. Now, 
the Unitarians dare not curse thoge whom God: 
hath not-cursed ; * and they are afraid and ashamed- 
to join with' the Universalists, who bless the-peo- 
ple and curse not, and 80 they will * nexther| curge 
them at all nor bless them at all 'This accounts for 
their. indifference, ' and plainly proves that they - 
fail in their object of inducing men to love God; 
that is, if this be their object. - As they are now 
8ituated, they neither do any harm, nor any good. 
But it is a great pity, that men who have 80 much 
learning, and are free to do just as they. pleage,. 
shonld choose to stand still, when there 1s 8uch a 
glorious work going on around them. 'They have | 
nothing at stake, nothing to .lose but thee, pÞite 
larity, and that is only as the dust of the balance, 
when compared with the unspeakable riches of / 
the knowledge of God. But it is vain to attempt 
to cure their malady * while they love the praise 
of men, more than the pratse of God.” 

The reader will cease to be surprised that the ; 
great mass of mankind till remain ignorant; of . 
God, and that they do not love him, if he take into 
consideration, .that some teachers study to con- 


| ceal his true character .and glorious designs to- 
; and 


ward the human Buy at others, attribute 

to him, the. worst of characters, the basest of prin- 

ciples, and the .most cruel intentions imaginable. . 
I should not; be surpriged were there .some who. 
actually hate him. How is it possible for men to... 
love him while they are ignorant of him; ahd how © 
can. they know him, while their guides on the highs . 
way of truth, are as silent as death ; and others, . 
who 8et themselves up as prodigies of has ly 

learning, and who profess to have made the Bible . 
the hs of their whole lives, represent him to be . 
a thousand times more malignant than the fancied , 
demons that inhabit their imaginary hell.. Indeed, 

shou!d they do their utmost. to describe the. char-/ 
acter of Beelzebub himself, the. father of demons, ... 


< 


ey represent him to be changeful, par-... 


: 


eful, unjust, cruel, and an angry being. -.| 


in.an. infinite: 8ense,; too, Now there-1s. 
lovely in 8uch a- being, but every. thing. 


302- 
_ And after painting his character in the 
| and most terrific colors, they bid us love 
and 8erve him, or 8uffer his unrelenting vengeance. 
Every'80ber man knows, that we cannot love that 
ich is altogether unlovely. Knowing this, is it 
not enough to astonish the world, that any man, 
who is acquainted with the Bible, and human na- 
ture, will strain every nerve, and stretch his imagi- 
nation to the utmost, in order to picture to the 
" minds of men, the fierce wrath of an angry God, 
ready to hurl sinners over an awful precipice, into 
the bottomless pit beneath, to induce them to love 
him? It would seenm, that if these learned teach- 
ers had etudied folly all their days, they could not 
be more inconsistent. They even represent the 
8inner as being s8uspended by a single hair over a 
lake of fire and brimstone, and the angel of God's 
wrath standing with a drawn sword ready to cut 
it, if he does not immediately 8ubscribe to their 
cruel dogmas and bow to their will. ' And then 
they seem to be in agony because they cannot pull 
away the curtain, and show him the-awfal reality. 
But what is the effect of this folly and madness ?. 
Why, men, women, and children are frightened 
into the profession of sentiments they neither un- 
derstand nor love. It were well if their evil ef- 
ſects could here be 8tayed. But no; frightful has 
, been their work, terrible their ravages! yea, they 
have dethroned reason—destroyed the: noblest 
minds—severed the tenderest ties—caused the 
purest blood to flow, and filled our mad-houses 
and insane ' hospitals with wretched maniacs. 
Need I 8ny, that preachers whose doctrines pro- 
duce these effects, fail to induce men to love God ? 
Need ay, that they grossly misrepresent his pure 
character, and his disposition toward his erring 
creatures? Need I say that they blaspheme his 
holy name? They tell us, that God not only 
hates sinners, but that he will eternally hate and 
torment them, Some 8ay, that the perfect God of 
love, has, by his immutable deeree, doomed a cer- 
tain part of the creatures of his power, to endless 
misery. Others, wishing to make God appear a 
little more like a God, and persvading themselves 
that they do really take the blame off of God, and 
lay it men, tel] us that a great number will 
be forever lost and- wretched, by neglecting to 
work out their own salvation. Thus they make 
man an independent actor in the great plan of 
salvation, and God an idle spectator. They rep- 
resent him as standing and beholding his helpless 
and dependent children rushing into the gulf of 
endless despair, without 80 much as lifting a fin- 
ger to rescue them. But does this latter scheme 
really help the matter any? does.it meet the wants 
of the sinner, or the desire of saints ? does it rep- 
resent God to be lovely in the understandings of 
reasonabie men? Will it effect the grand object 
of saving men from sin and its evil consequences, 
of brin yo out of error, of causing them 
to know the Lord, and to love him with their 
whole 8oul, and to gerve him with a willing mind ? 
No, reader, all these are” the narrow and cruel 
schemes, the wild and visionary notions of men, 
who. are - ' 4 ner of the true character of our 
heavenly Father—who have lost 8ight of the first 
and noblest principles of Christianity, and wan- 
dered far from the pure precepts and examples of 
the meek add lowly Jesns. Yes, they have for- 
saken the God of loye—* the Fountain of living 
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broken cisterns that can hold no water,” May 
they think on their ways, and return unto the 
Lord their God, for he' is their righteousness' and 
strength, iu him only they have 8alvation: 

7. 


C, N. 
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THE POST-BOY—No. 9. 
* Go, 8aith a risen Savior, go, 

My gospel preach to all; 
Let the most distant nations know, 
» And hear my gracious call. | 


« Proclaim aloud my goespel free, 
And every creature teach, 

That they may my s8alvation see, 
My gospel faithful preach.” 


EP1STLE. TO A FRIEND, What follows, my re- 
gpected friend, is a continuation of my last num- 
ber, and is taken from my book of manuscripts, 
headed © Evenings at Home.” 

In continuing this digression—no, I will not 
consider it a digression from the main 8ubject, 
which was the goodness of God, but only as a 
* wheel in the midst of a wheel, revolving onward, 
and all moving on in the same point, to the 8ame 
grand consummation, and each performing its as- 
sIigned part in the great whole; for the gospel 
hon of 8a]vation and all the streams leading to, 
and branching from it, are but exhibitions of God's 
wisdom, power, love, all of which centre in ___ 
goodness to the family of man, and are boundless, 
unlimited, and endless; however limited these 
s8ame principles may be in inan ; or however man 
may.err in his judgment respecting the character 
of God, which is the source in which all perfection 
centres. 


.' And mercy is the central zun, 
Of all his glories joined in one,” 

Well then, in omar Fr 8ubject, I will ob- 
serve—[f the pagsage alluded to, had been a part 
of the apostle's commission, and they commanded 
to preach *glad tidings to eyery creature,” does 
not the objector 8ee, that there would have been 
something ambiguous in the commission, and of 
course these three principles woyld have is8ued 
from it—namely,' an £qUIvocaTION, which was 
calculated to deceive—an amB16UITY, to keep in 
the dark, from all—and a pouBLE ENTENDRE, to 
conceal from 8ome. But no such principle was 
contained in it. The commission was plain 'and 
simple, like all other commissions and instructions. 
Let us look at it again, before we close :—+Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” What is more plain—what more 
8simple! Preach the love of God, manifested in 
the gospel, to every creature. 

In further continuing, I will again observe— 
The gospel, we have before said, and we again 
repeat it, was good news, or glad tidings ; there- 
fore, the apostles were to proclaim good news, or 
glad tidings, to all the world, not a of it—not 
to an elect number.” And all the world is finally 
to be benefited by the preaching of the gospel, or 
it will not be * ngs of great joy to all peo- 
ple;” as 8aid the angel. If they had g ker 
and counter to their commission, their divine Ma 


ter would not have peu them 8vecess in their 


waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, 


preaching; nor would they have been endowed 
with © the Holy Spirit from on high.” He would 
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not have encouraged them, by saying—* And lo, I 
ce eith you T_— even to hk end of the world. 
Again: as it was in primitive times, 80 It is 
now :—*He that believeth, and is baptised” into 
the principles of Christ, a of the gospel, enter- 
eth into rest of mind, and of course 1s saved, © but 
he that believeth not,” entereth not in, because of 
unbelief, but is under condemnation, and of course, 
is in that state of mind, from which he cannot ex- 
tricate himself, 80 long as he is an unbeliever. 
This is nothing more” than' what naturally arises 
out of the belief or unbelief of the gospel, which 
is © good tidings of great joy, which 8hall be unto 
all people, as first proclaimed to the shepherds. 
(He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the 
witness in himself'—*He that believeth not, is 
condemned already,' as saith the evangelist John. 
There 1s no necessity of going into another state 
of existence to find the result of unbelief; for the 
unbeliever 8tands condemned already in his own 
mind. ' And as there is no intimation in the re- 
cords, that unbelief will be the ruling principle in 
the world to come, we must conclude It has but a 
finite, that is a limited 8phere of action, and is 
bounded, and cireumscribed by time. But what 
is it the individual muset believe, the believing of 
which will 8ave him? _T will answer in the lan- 
guage of St. John— He that believeth on the Son 
of God, hath the.witness in himself: he that be- 
lieveth not, God hath made him a lar; because 
= believeth not the record that God gave of his 
on. 
to us eternal life ;. and this life is in his Son,” And 
he must believe this for all mankind. 'The thing, 
therefore, must be true in itself, whether believed 
or not; or his believing would. have no effect on 
his 88lvation. He would only believe an untruth. 
His believing cannot make the thing true, if it 
was not true before. And whether he believes it 
or not, the promise remains good. And what is the 
promise ? 'This among others, is the promise :— 
*As in Adam all diepeven 80 in Christ, shall all be 
made alive, * And as.we have borne-the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
* heavenly, ; 

Once more : . the believer in the unlimited 
goodness of God to his creature man—* who is 
good unto all, and whose tender mercies are over 
all his works *—in the manifestation of himself 
through the miszion of his Son, into our world— 
In the final reconciliation of the world to holiness 
and happiness, through the mediation and minis- 
tration of Christ, his apostles, and messengers of 
universal grace and g8alyation—in the universal 
gpread of the gospel of glad tidings, to * earth's 
remotest bounds,” —He who 8ees, in the death and 
resurrection of Christ, the resurrection of the 
whole created humanity, as in figure—the be- 
liever, with these principles interwoven in his 
thoughts, enters, in mind, into the ark of safety, 
which, is Christ, and there abides, secure from the 
8torms which may gather around him, and conse- 
quently is '8aved_ from all thoge disorders of the 
mind, which affect the unbeliever. Wu 

While ' on. the: other hand, the unbeltever, he 
who ©believeth not the record that' God gave of 
bis Son,* continues immersed in the flood of doubt 
and" despair, and of course i8—NnOT WILL BE—IN & 
8tate' of condemnation and death: for ' doubt is 
condemnation, and despair is death, to the pos- 


And this is the record, that God hath given | P 


of revelation—the light of *life and immortality,” 
brought to light through” Christ, risen | th 
dead ;—when the light .of truth. thus breaks in 
upon his mind, by the influence of the *Holy 
Spirit,'—and nothing can be _ brought: to pas 
without it—then he is no. more under. the law of 
condenmation, but is passed from death, moral 
death, unto life, spiritual life ; becauge he 8ees 
the salvation of all intelligences, from the founda- 
tion of all things, made £ure in Christ, who is the 
chief corner-stone—the -sure foundation ? of 
© Christian's hope,” and the *anchor,” on which he 
relies for support, when the storms of adversity, 
and party zeal in religion shall toss about his fra- 
gile, or perplexed mind. | 
Speaking to the apostles— 
© Go preach the gospel, Jesus cries, 
To you this power is given; 
Proclaim s8alvation's glorious prize, 
| To all beneath the heaven, | 
* Commissioned thus, through ev 5 
His heralds in his «ro 2 9M 
In this delightful work engage, 
And peace and hope proclaim.” 


ParmMeEnto, I have now finished what I had to 
8&y-on this gubject. . And may the © Father of the 
Spirits of all flesh,” 80 illuminate your understand- 
ing, and that of all thosxe who may chance to read 
this epistle, that you and they may see the TK&UTH, 
as it is revealed in the everlasting gospel. LI now 
close, for this time, wishing you health and hap- 
iness. E, H. R. 

Boston, Jan. 1834. 
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REASONS WHY PUBLIC WORSHIP SHOULD NOT 
BE NEGLECTED.—NO. I. 


FixsT—on the ground of duty—And— | 
1st, The duty we owe to 8ociety demands an 
attendance on public worship. 'The service of 
Christian worship, is a moral institution, 8et aside 
all that is religious. Wherever you find the Sab- 
bath disregarded; public worship neglected, and 
all religious as80ctations cast aside, you find but 
few of the joys and pleasures which we call our 
own. Reject the public services of worship alto- _ 
gether, and our 8ocial joys would be few, and civil- 
ised life would in a degree lose its relish. If then, 
you neglect this duty, you do 80 much towards 
destroying the observance of this institution. 
Should all do 80, s8oon would the Christian altar 
be thrown down, and the Christian temple laid in 


29, 'The duty we owe to ourselves. By along 

\ continued neglect of this duty, we contract habits, 
both of body and mind, not calculated to make ug 
happy. We destroy our finer feelings, remove” 
the restraints which religion imposes on us; thus 
we injure ourselves, and shut from us a source of 
true felicity. Children allowed to use the: Sab- 
bath as a mere holiday; a day for stealing, and 
pleagure, and never used to the services of the 
sanctuary, will acquire habits, that may be of in- 
jury to them in future time. - OD > 
» Our duty as a religious body. Our prosper- 

ity as « 8ociety, depends upon our zeal and en-. 
pagednees, and this upon'6ur punctual attendance 
in the house of worship. Tf this is neglected, in 
og; n-" 


£easor.-' But. when the light of truth—the 


light 


vain do you look for prosperity or expect an 
crease;' | 
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In. the abstract, yet it 
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, Mth. The nple is another reason wh 
nono 8hould neglect this Our example wi 

8ome one : if we are in humble life, our ex- 

| will affect those connected with us, and the 

exalted our situation, the more powerful our 
example. 'This is true not only in civil, but also in 
religious things. Many from the stations they hold 
in 80ciety, can induce people to, or prevent them 
from attending church ; and by. their neglect of 
this duty, they haye cooled the zeal of many, who 
have looked to them for example. It is no. good 
excuse, that such persons bear their proportion of 
the current expenses of the society.; they should 
remember that this .is a small part, when compar- 
ed with the injury they do by their example. 
Would they bring to other their, assistance, and 
their example, the effect would be irreslstible. 

M: H. 8. 
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WOMAN,—No.1II; 


In our last, we adverted to the 8ubject of woman's 
usefulness, in the various stations to which she is 
called, and in this number we would speak partic- 
alarly of her influence in giving early impressions, 
and- consequently in forming the characters of 
those under her care, - During several of the first 
years of existence, males as well as females, are 
almost wholly nursed and instructed by mothers, 
who are laying the foundation of future character, 
and either ROIEng the unruly passions, or suffer- 
ing them to gain the ascendancy over the ductile 
mind. And yet many, very.many mothers, never 
dream that they are exerting an influence at all, 
and treat their children as mere toys until it is too 
late to retrieve the injury. done - them, - Moral 
training should begin, I might almost.say with the 
first moment of life, Indeed, no mistake is more 
prevalent, than that a child of one year 1s: quite 
young enough to be chastised for faults. True, 
it is not capable of COMPEPRcng right or wrong, 
nows. as well: that-some 
things are pleasing and others displeasing to, its 
rieads, as it will at any future period. Why then 
8hould not this perception be used until the reasons 
why certain things are agreeable and others disa- 
greeable can be imparted to the mind. Infants 
must be acted upon through the affections.instead 
of the-intellect, it is true, yet they, are. not less 
the gy rey of mora] training on this account, -It. 
is the duty, and Should be the delight of every 
mother, . to develope.the amiable dispositions of; 
her children as early as possible, and to keep: in 
check all those propensities that militate inst 
their happiness. Forgiveness of injuries "Should 
i ohug taught them ml On y. yt 10n of 
ir-own happiness, and the asking forgiveness 
their friends, when, they have. done wrong, as 


ol 
e . 


their quickness of perception, their tenderness of 
affection, and Get Todp 80licitude for the comfort 
of their offspring, are peculiarly fitted to digcharge 
the duties above mentioned, - besides their being 
constantly with their children, gives them ample 
opportunity to impress these truths deeply upon 
their minds. _ | | 
The attention of children should be early turn- 
ed to the effect which their conduct has upon their 
own enjoyment, by being asked whether they have 
been happy. during a fit of ill humor, and, making 
them answer the question to themselves, then. by 
reminding them how agreeable every thing seemed 
while they were in a right frame of mind, they 
 must unavoidably. feel the. truth, of the assertion 
that, happiness 1s. the result of good conduct, 
which is a most desirable end. Next to theirlove 
of 8elf, is the desire to please their parents, and 
this wish founded as it is on the affections, can: be 
made a powerful engine to draw. them into. the 
path of duty, and to keep them there. | If parents 
treat their offspring with uniform kindness, the 
smile of parental approbation will. be ardently 
desired by the child, and indeed absolutely neces- 
8ary to its happiness. But in order to gain this 
ascendant over the child, the parent mugt be .con- 
stantly on her guard that she-do-not 8mile at those 
ye MCHiarone tricks which children a ys 
of playing, if they can gain an approving laugh by 
their re but she should : careful to ap- 
prove only those actions that _are , good in them- 
elves, and not suffer her own caprices, to influ- 
ence her treatment of the child, thus making. it 
depend more upon the humor of the mother, 4 
its own behavior for ae Hr or ;/punishment.. I 
am happy in believing that the time is past when 
the impropriety of frightening children into obedi- 
ence, by bugbears of our own creating, needs. to/ 
be Bom, to the public mind.. Yet generall 
as this notion has been exploded by CE INS 
parents, another of the same class and nearly. as 
1njurious as the one above named till exists, and 
is HOO practised by parents who. would 
shrink with horror from the thought of teachin 
their children to deceive—and who, notwithstand- 
ing, promise them things they. never design to 
ive them, and threaten them with punishments 
they never intend to. inflict. Is net this practical- 
ly giving them lessons in deception ? and do we 
not often see the, pupil acting upen the same 
principle at 80 early an age as to astonish us, and 
give 8trong proof of the aptitude. of children to 
catch the habits of thoge who nurse them? .If 
then the mother's duties, are 80 comprehensive 
how indispensable that 8he be rightly instructe 
herself, and well fitted to discharge the various 
and important duties that deyolve upon her. _ 


- 
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THE, CONVERT'S EXPERIENCE, 
From early life I had been acquainted with Loiza 
M—. She was an amiable, \interesting compan- 
on'; a young woman'of-a good mind, which had 

en well cultivated. by; the hand of education. 
She was an only child, and. was brought up in 
tenderness by; her- parents. Her mother, was a 
member of a partialist church, and felt much anx- 


ety .for' iher daughter's future welfare. | That 
\nothing might be wanting on her'part to/save her 
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daughter from impending ruin, Mrs, M. used fre- 
quently to introduce to Loiza's notice, the subject 
of religion. But the views of God,. which were 
presented to'Loiza's mind, were dark and appal- 
ling. Though sbe feared, she could not love; 
and 8he #hrunk from the contemplation - of his 
character. Such were the descriptions: given, 
and the requirements enjoined, that she could not 
choose the Christian's path—to- her it 8eemed 
ragged and difficult. And when her mother spake 
of No joys of heaven, and the great: difficulty in 
arriving there, she would, wonder who could. be 
8AVe | 
I was obliged to leave the village of H. where 
Loiza resided, at. the time she was 18 years of 
age.. 'The 8ummer following, a revival was * got 
up ? in that place, and a friend wrote me, that Loi- 
za was, among the conyerts, | 

Four years after. my departure, I proposed to 
return. to. the pleasant town of H—;. 1 antici- 

ted much, pleasure from the 8ociety of my 
ormer ass80ciates, and felt an ardent desire to ee 
Loiza, ; An unpleasant 8ensation came over me 
when I reflected upon her situation and feelings, 


I had 8een many who had drank-of the waters of | 


condemnation; and found as characteristic of them 


all, a settled reserye,—a moroseness of disposition, | 


and&an enstrangement from those winning graces 
80 peculiar to. youthful innocence andintelligence. 
And s8uch I pictured, would be the character and 
conduct of Loiza. 

My anxiety to learn the history of my early 

friend, was 80 great, that, as 800n as civility would 
permit, I enquired after Loiza, and used as an 
apology that I had learned, that four years before, 
she made a profession of partialism. 
My friends informed me that -8he was married 
to the friend of her early choice ; and resided but 
a 8hort distance -from taem; that she did join 
the Presbyterian church; but her opinions were 
changed, and both herself and husband were zeal- 
ous members. of the- Universalist church in that 
place. | 

My surprise was great, and my joy unbounded. 
News. 80. unexpected—80 cheering, was like cold 
water to the thirsty 8oul. On the morrow I pre- 
pore to visit, her, and easily found her dwelling. 

oiza had'heard of my arrival, and goon answered 
my Summons, and bade me welcome to her fire- 
8ide. There was heavenly serenity in her coun- 
tenance; and a placid smile that spoke the feel- 
ings..of her heart. I enquired for her welfare, 
spake of the change in her views, and: requested 
her to favor me with the reasons that induced her 
to change her gion th, She readily com- 
plied, and. I give the reader her experience in 


her own words, F584 

_* The 8nwmmer. after, you left. our. village,: was 
one of continual religious excitement. 'It affected 
all classes... My companions and ass0ciates were 
all hastening to the anxious eats, and inviting: 
me not to remain alone. and 8ink to hell. Their 
kboehine and, exhortations produced. gensations. 
which I cannot. describe, and I consented to attend 
the protracted meeting, and if possible, to obtain 
eu . . The preaching was of & terrific nature, 


+7 Ss 


calculated to. inspire terror .and. awaken all the 
fears'of yy heart. . My friends urged me ; 

| Dis ated ; my mother .adviged—at 
-Wi 


th the anxious.” Many and 


Fu , 
\ : 


e. the, prayers offered. for me z and| 


while others pre ed, w t. But no mortal can 
know what 1 endured. - At meeting, I was mise- 
rable ; at home 1 was wretched, My slumbers 


were disturbed, and my days passed in misery.and 


dread. I could not feel what others, said they 
felt; and without this, I was told I must-be. lost, 
forever lost! Often have I prayed that God would 
close my eyes in death, for I had rather be: &um- 
moned to the realities of the future, than be s0 
long in 8uspense. 

+ But the darkest clouds will give place: to a 
milder sky, and the most violent storm will, 8pend 
itself, and be succeeded by a calm; 80 the human 
mind will, after -a depression, restore itself to its 
accustomed leyel, and my. mind became' in & 
measure, calm and tranquil. - 'This was observed 
by my friends, and I was told that this was con- 
version, that 1 had now. got religion, and must 1m- 
mediately join the, church. I hesitated! 1. felt 
different, it was true; but this could be accounted 
for without supernatural assistance. Our minis- 
ter used his influence to induce me to-Join' his 
church—he pronounced my conversion,. genuine, 
and pointed out-to me the. danger of falling into 
the world, and being lost forever.  Prompted -by 
these and other considerations, I joined the church, 

© But I was never happy! [There was an awful 
uncertainty in. all that I believed ; the most wor- 
thy men in danger of damnation, and what -could 
i expect? -I was afraid that I had deceived 
myself, my neighbors, and my God! And if I bad 
not, there was only a chance of «alvation; the 
event was doubtful ; the danger certain. 

© About this time I gave myself to George 'T, 
and we were married. He was not a member :of 
the church, ' though he was not opposed- to its 
creed, and. was very regular in his attendance on 

ublic worsbip, and we might have lived: happily, 
had my mind been settled on the g8ubject of reli- 

ON. a 

© One year after our marriage, 1 received. 8ome 
news which stung me to the very soul. | If 1 had 
been told that my George had become a drunkard - 
or & robber, I could not have felt worse.. I heard 


| that he had become a confirmed Universalist,-and 


had united himself with the Universalist society 


in this place. I then thought that my cup of mis- 


ery was full; and in secret I gave vent to. 
tears. My imagination sketched before me-the 
future condition and character of my bhusband. 1 
thought all other vices would follow-after/the re- 
ception of 8uch & doctrine, and concluded that in 
a few years, our property would be; ; and 
that T.should mourn over the treatment Lreceived 
from an intemperate. husband. When George 
came home I told him what I had heard, and asked 
him if it was true. | He told me that what I bad 
heard was 8trietly correct; that his mind had been; 
long made up; but/ he had 8aid- nothing'to me be-. 
cause he knew that I was very much opposed/to- 
the doctrine. I 8aid considerable to him; and-ut- 
tered 8entiments which 'should never. drop. from 
the lips of a wife. My husband's feelings were 
much . wounded, yet he reproached. me not,. but 
arose and left the room. As goon as. he-was 
£one, my 8orrow was great ;. I had wounded the 
eelin 9ue of the kindest of husbands ; and I 
vowed with myself to do.80.no more: but while I 


resisted his opinions, would allow: himithe quiet 
enjoyment of tl | | 


. 


oof Mine wo Ab MOMS... 
© Soon: after this;. I'was called to-part with my 
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was the Savior of all men, all nature seemed 


a 


father, who though a Pregbyterian, did not bdlong 
to the church. Our minister alluded to the cir- | 
cumstance at the funeral, and said, that he knew 
of no salvation for those 'who were beyond the 
pale of the church. * Such words were hke mil- 
dew to my heart; I knew that if my father was 
lost, there was no hope for me ; and I nearly re- 
signed myself up to despair. This sermon short- 
ened the days of my mother, for 8he was never 
well afterwards, and in four weeks from the day 
my father was buried, my mother died, and I 
knew what it was to be an orphan. 

©OQur' minister being absent, I complied with 
the request of my husband, and the Rey. M. B., 
the Universalist clergyman, was invited to attend 
the funeral. I had never seen him, and his very 
name filled me with dread.” When he came to 
the faneral, he spake in a tender, consoling man- 
ner; in & 1nanner very different from what I had 
expected. From our attachment to our parents, 
he taught us to learn the love and goodness of 
God; he presented the character of the Savior in 
a glorious light; we saw him at the tomb of Laza- 
rus, with the weeping sisters; we 8aw him bring- 
ing to life the widow's 80n; and going about doin 
good; and' in 8hort, Mr. B. poured into my min 
sach consolation as I had never known betore. 

{Agreeably to the custom of our village, I attend- 
ed Mr. B.'s church the next 8abbath, to hear the 
funeral 8ermon. I went without prejudice, resolved 
to get all the good that I could. In a fair and 
candid manner he proceeded; his words were 
cloathed with solemnity, and when he closed, I 
could have responded * it is truth.” 

*Though I was pleased with'this sermon, I had 
not the most distant idea of being a Universalist. 
I bad many strong, and to me insurmountable ob- 
jections to the doctrine ; and at my request, Mr, 

was invited to our house. I laid before him 
my. objections, and was astonished to see with 
what ease he removed them, and strengthened his 
opinions by an appeal to the Bible. The next, 
Sunday found me in Mr. B.'s congregation ; and 
the next Sunday, and the next; and after listen- 
ing to his 8ermons on the extent of salvation, and 
the evidences that it would be enjoyed by all the 
family of Adam, I could no longer doubt; I was 
happy !! -- 

{When I left the house convinced .that -God 


changed: the heavens seemed to beam with glad- 
ness;and the earth to rejoice: the cattle upon the 
hills ; the lambs rs gry from pasture to pasture 
8eemed to 8ay, © God is love.” | 

-*Tentered my dwelling, every thing was chang- 
ed; all was new; my Bible was no longer that 
dark, ' that sealed - book : light beamed from its 
pages, and glory from its words. I read the prom- 
ises with delight, and wondered that I had 8o-long 
remained ignorant of them. I turned my Bible 
over, and I found salvation, salvation, inseribed on 
its - and with confidence I took the cup of 
8alvation, and shouted—*I know that my Re- 
deemer hveth.” ? f M. H. 8, 

Hartford, Jan, 24th. 
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She can teach you how to climb 
re than the sphery chime— _ 
And if knowledge feeble were, 
Heaven itself would stoop to her,” 


'Tax influence of woman is now recognized by 
every civilized nation, and* by persons -of eyery 
rank ; and in proportion to the improvement of 
her mind, is her influence ' augmented. How 
contracted must be the minds of those who depre- 
ciate the character of woman 80 much, when they 
assert that it is 8ufficient for her to acquaint her- 
self with domestic philosophy; and leave for the 
other sex all other branches of any It is true 
that females cannot possess themselver with any- 
thing more useful and necessary than a thorough 
knowledge of all domestic concerns. But what 
would be the condition of society if females were 
deprived of all opportunities to” cultivate their 
minds ?—Methinks the' sable veil of pagan night 
would s00n 8ugpend-itself over the fair walks of 
society—the madness of former ignorance with 
all its concomitant evils, would be the inevitable 
consequence. | Women were once Cconsidered in 
the light of statues, in which grace and beauty 
were the chief requisites—gaudy playthings in 
which mind was by no means necessary. All 
that has pas8ed away, and we'hope foreyer, 'A 
new era has dawned upon the fairer part of our 
gpecies. Not the mental deliverance and inde- 
pendence of Miss Fanny Wright, separating them 
from God and eternity. But it has been proved 
no longer to be contested, that females have 
minds capable of illimitable progress. It has been 


| shown in numberless instances, that women are 


quite as 8usceptible of intellectual, and more do- 
cile to moral and religious training than man— 
that thus they may become what they were form- 
ed to be, an helpmate for him—his intellectnal 
companion, his guide, philosopher and friend— 
cheering existence with a mental radiance all 
their own—a mental radiance differing from that 
of man, only by that beautiful diversity which 
marks all the works of God. y 

F would not be understood to say that females 
_ not to bestow a proper estimate on beauty 
fasbion, and dres8—on the contrary, I would have 
them by all means 'studious of neatness and pro- 
priety. All I contend for is, that since all sensi- 
ble people have come to think more of real knowl- 
edge and good gense in ladies, than dress and ap- 
pearances, it is & bad calculation still to act and 
think on the 8cale that existed when, all these 
things went for nothing. DES 

The ordinary period of life is threescore years 
and ten, and the empire of w_ seldom lasts 
inore than ten or fifteen years. jat is to 808- 
tain the beauty in this dreary interval, who has 
no other egsions? when her roses have van- 
ished with her admirers, never more to return ? 
Knowledge, virtue and truth are immortal. Time, 
age nor death cannot touch them. ay: 7.4 
© T have thus far, young ladies, for it 'is to you 
that I now address wy remarks, endeavored to 
recommend knowledge, as having become the 
most efficient means of recommending you to 
others. But you must seek its ultimate and 8ur- 


| passing excellence, in its utility and advantage to 
-| yourselves. Knowledge 8upplies the prey yd 


1nexhaustible resources; it will' never leave you 
in 8olitude, for want of the best society—pleazant - 


+, © Mortals, who would happy 


/ Chooze knowledge—ohe alone is free; 


and profitable converse with yourselves. Know!- 
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edge will enable you to'sit forever in the sunshine 
of your own mind. ; 

Many of you, no doubt think that you have al- 
ready finished your education. I would undeceive 
you. You have but just begun it. A 8chool ed- 
ucation is only intended to enable you the more 
skilfully to avail yourselves of every chance of 
improvement in your future life, * Like generous 
wine you will thus mellow with time,” Every day 
should seem lost to you, unless you find your- 
8elves either wiser or better at the close of it. If 
life was ten thonsand years instead of threescore 
and ten, you would till find enough to learn. 
Those who have gone before you, can as8ure you, 
as the best fruits of their ny probes that their 
bitterest regret is, that they knew not the value 
of time, and that they improved to 80 little advan- 
tage, the opportunities they had to acquire know- 
ledge. 


Life, my fair friends, is now arrayed in miles 
before you—and you see it under all the 1llusive 
coloring of youthful credulity and hope. I would 
not cast 8shadows on the bright scenes around you, 
but believe me, life is neither a gala nor a festi- 
val, but a scene of trouble, conflict, toil and dis- 
appointment. Doubt not that I wish you, and 
hope for you much happiness. But no one lives 
long without — many tears, no one pagses 
through a life of any length withont encountering 
many 80rrows and vexations, without having oc- 
casion for all the knowledge they can acquire, all 
the light from an all-wise Father to direct and 
teach them what conduct befits the emergency. 
Knowledge will render you attractive and amia- 
ble. It will give you Nt to qualify you to. act 
well your part. It will teach you the true, the 
useful, the beautiful. . But with all your gettings. 

et that which teaches the will of your CxeaToOR. 
ft will enable you to meet and conquer tempta- 
tion—it will strengthen you to encounter sickness 
and gorrow, and even death, with composure. 
Treasure up therefore this species of knowledge 
—to know God and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
gent. 

T shall-now conclude my remarks. If sincerity 
and correctness of feeling can s8ecure attention, 
and induce reflection on the 8ubject—If I have 
been 8ucceesful in my attempts to rouse even a 
8ingle female to an active engagement in the path 
of daty—if T have stimulated any to study herself 
and her responslbilities, or excited a resolute in- 
tention to qualify herself for them, I shall not fail 
of reaping the desired reward of my labors. 

FER i | T. A. 8. 
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CAUTION. TO MOTHERS—NO. 2. 


Tax next evil against which T would caution 
mothers, is that of exhibiting, on all occasions, the 
attainments of their children. * And here we 
must refer again to the m__ of exciting vanity, 
There is no passion more univers! 

difficulty 8ubdued. An eminent cle an was 
ones leaving his pulpit, when one of his parish- 
ioners addressed him, highly commending the 
8ermon he had just uttered. * Be careful, my 
friend,” 8aid the clergyman, ©T carry a tinder-box 
in my bogom.”” And if 'the bosom of an aged 
man may be thus easily inflamed, must there not 


ersal, or with greater 


be great danger in showing off a child to visiters, 
who will naps.) certainly x 3: r%s performance ? 
You have taught your daughter some interesting 
hymns, She is modest, and unassuming, and re- 
peats them with much propriety. A friend calls, 
and you request the child to repeat her hymns. 
She does it. Thus far there is, perhaps, no inju- 
ry done. But as 800n as she has finished, your 
friend begins to flatter. Soon another and anoth- 
er friend calls, and the scene is continually Tepeat- 
ed, till your daughter feels proud of her perform- 
ance. She becomes, indeed, quite an actress. 
And the hymn which was intended to lead her 
youthful heart to God, does but fill that heart with 
pride. Must it not be 8? How can a child 
withstand 8uch strong temptations ? Parents may 
$8how their children that they are gratified in wit- 
nessing their intellectual attainments. And this 
presents a motive sufficiently strong to stimulate 
them-to action. But when they are exposed to 
the indiscriminate and yp flattery of who- 
ever may call, it is not for a moment to be sup- 
posed, that they will retain just views of them- 
gelves. It must, however, be allowed, that, with 
some children, the danger is much greater than 
with others. Some need much encouragement ; 
while others need continual restraint. Who has 
not noticed the thousand arts which a vain child 
will practise, simply to attract attention? Who 
has not seen 8uch a 8poiled one, take a book and 
read, occasionally 'casting a furtive glance from 
the page to the visiter, to see if the studious habit 
1s obsgerved? And can such a child be safely ex- 
habited to strangers? It may, perhaps, at times, 
be an advantage to a'modest child, to repeat a 
hymn or something of that nature, to a judicious 
friend. If the clergyman of the parish ſeel that 
interest in children, which he ought to cherish, 
he will regard all the little ones of his flock, with 
parental affection. He ought not to be consider- 
ed as a 8tranger in the family. Children may ap- 
pear before him, with confidence and affection, 
and if he has the spirit of his master, he will cau- 
tiously guard against flattery, and endeavor to 
improve the occasion by leading the mind to 
proper thoughts. But the practice of making a 
show of children; of exhibiting their little attain- 
ments, is certainly reprehens1ble ; and it is, we 
fear, not only common, but increasing. The -fol- 
lowing remarks upon this subject, are from the 
pen of an individual, who combines much shrewd- 
ness of observation, with' extensive experience. - 
«T always felt pain for poor little things, set up 
before company to repeat. verses, or bits of plays 
at 8ix or eight years old. I have 8ometimes no 
known which way to look, when a mother, (and, 
too often, a father,) whom I could not but respect, 
on account of her fondness for her child, has forced 
the feeble-voiced eighth wonder of the world, to 
stand with its little hand stretched out, shoutin, 
the 8oliloquy of Hamlet, or 8ome 8vch thing. 
do not know any thing much more distressing to 
the 8pectators, than exhibitions of this sort. Upon 
these occasions,” no one knows what to ay, 
whither to direct his looks. -If T had to decl 
on my oath, which have been the moet digagree: 
ble moments of my life, I very believe that, after 
x v 


due bf pad} T 8hould pon thoge 6, 
which parents, whom TI have respected, have made 
me dads exhibitions like these ; for this ur 


choice, to be insincere, or to give offence. $a 


. 
v. 


THE UNIVERSALIST,; AND. 


m—— 


plaudits- which the child receives, in such cases, 
puffs it up, in its own thoughts, sends it out into 
the world stuffed with pride and insolence, which 
must and will be extracted from it, by one means 
or. another, Now parents have no Tight thus to 
indulge their own feelings, at the .risk of the hap- 
piness of their children.” , Seenes similar to those 
above described, will at once occur to the recol- 
lection of the reader. And the fact that 8uch are 
the feelings of many strangers, in general, is of 
itself amply sufficient to diszcountenance the prac- 
tice, | 
There are two extremes, which it is necessary 
to-avoid. The one. is, that of secluding children 
altogether from society ; the other is, of wearying 
our friends, by their presence-and their ceaseless 
talk, If: we consider our children as troubles, to 
be, kept out of the way, wheneyer we wish for s0- 
cial enjoyment; if the entrance of a few friends 
to pass the evening, is the signal for their name- 
diate. departure to another room, how can we, ex- 
pect them to improve, or to become. acquainted 
with the proprieties of life. 'They must listen to 
the conversation, and observe the manners of their 
guperiors, that their minds and their manners may 
be improved. Not long 'since, I heard a. gentle- 
man gpeaking of an unusually interesting family he 
had just visited. | It was known that he was com- 
ing to pass the evening. As he entered the room, 
he 8aw three little children sitting quietly and 81- 
lently by the fire, The mother was sitting by the 
table, with her sewing. The father was rising to 
receive him. 'The children remained -ſor an hour 
or more, listening with interest to the conversa- 
tion, which passed between their parents and the 
itleman. They made not the least interruption, 
ut by their presence and cheerful looks, contri- 
buted much to the enjoyment of the evening... At 
eight o'clock, the mother. 8aid, © Children it, is 
ight.”. Without another word, they all rose and 
left the room. 'The mother $00n, followed, and 
after being absent ' a. few moments, . returned. 
ow how much enjoyment is there 1n 8uch a fam- 
as this! And. how much improvement do the 
dren deriye from being accustomed to the 80- 
ciety of their superiors. In this way, they. are 
taught humility, for they 8ee how much less. they 
know, than others, ; They gain, information, and 
their minds are strengthened, by the conversation 
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they hear. Their manners are improved, for chil-: 


dren learn more by example, than precept. If 
you would enjoy these. pleasures, and confer upon 
your.children:these benefits, it is indispensable 
that they be habitually well goyerned. Nothing 
can be more hopeless, than to expect that children 
will conduct properly when -company. is present, 
if at other times, they are. uncontrolled, 

* Some parents, feeling the 4mportance. that their 
children should enjoy good - 8ociety,. and at; the 
8ame time baying them. under na restraint, deprive 
themgelves and their visiters of all enjoyment, and 
their children of all benefit. We do.not like.even 
in imagination to encounter 8uch a 8cene. Some 
are ouing about, the stranger's. chair ;-80me cry- 


ing ;—80me 8honting. The: mother 1s. pulling at. 


the gown 


mg * 


of, one, and. scolding at. ;another.,./The 


-_ - 


vain to engage in, conversation.., 'The time, and 
attention, and zence of Rip parents, are abgorb-. 
ed We 3p3in Jerrlens, Th 


88 family. : 'The visiter, 
uproar.for half an. hour, is 


visiter, distracted with, the; noise, endeayors in. 


after enry 
happy .in- 


making his escape. Wherecan there be pleasure, 
and where can there be profit in such ascene as this, 

©Phere are many advantages, in encouraging 
an inquisitive gpirit in a child, It has entered 
upon a world where every thing is new and aston- 
ishing. Of course it is hourly meeting with ob- 
jects upon which it desires information. But as 
800n as a child finds that his , parents encourage 
him in asking questions, he begins to think that it 
is a very pretty thing. He' will be incessantly 
presenting his inquiries. His motive will cease 
to be a gratification of a reasonable and commend- 
able curiosity, and he will desire merely to display 
his skull, or to talk for the 8ake of talking, -1t is 
very necessary to restraur children in this respect, 
Their motives are generally distinctly to be seen. 
And if the motive which prompts the question be 
improper, let the-child receive marks of disappro- 
bation, and not of approval. 

©« Mother, what is the coffee-pot for?” snid a 
child of three years, at the breakfast table. 

*« It is to put the coffee in,” said the mother... 

*& And why do you put the coffee in the coffee- 
pot ?” . 

* « Because it is more convenient to pour it out.” 

*& And what” said the child, hesitating, and 
looking around the table to. find 80me new ques- 
tion ;—* And what—are the cups for ?” 

© 'They-are to drink from.” - 

*& And why do you drink out of the cups ?” 

© In this manner the child, during the whole time 
allotted for the breakfast, incessantly asked: his 
questions. 'The: mother as continually answered 
them. She had adopted the principle, that ber 
child must always be encouraged in asking ques- 
tions. And by blindly and thoughtlessly follow- 
ing out this principle, she was: puffing up his 
heart with vanity, and. making him a most unen- 
durable talker. The common sense principle, to 
guide us upon this subject, is obvious. If the 
motive be good, and the occasion'svitable, let the 
child be encouraged in his inquiries. If other- 
w18e, let him be discouraged. A child is sitting 
at the breakfast table with his father and mother. 
'The mother lifts 'the top-of- the” coffee-pot and the 
child observes the contents violently boiling. 

* « Mother,” says the little boy, © what, makes 
the coffee. bubble up 80.” * | 

* Here the motive is. good and- the. occasion is. 
proper, And one. of the parents explains to the 
child the chemical process, which we call the boil- 
ing, - The parents have reason to'be gratified: at 
.the observation of the child, and the ex o_ 
communicates to him valuable Log e, But 
perhaps a 8tranger is present, with whom the 
father is engaged in interesting conversation. 
Under these circumstances, the -child asks the 
8ame question. It is, however, unseasonable. 
He ought tobe silent, when company is present. 
'The mother -accordingly replies, © My 80n, you” 
8hould not interrupt your father. You, must be. 
perfectly! silent, and listen to what he is 8aying,” 
| be does not; however, ore the mow | 

ut, embraces 8ome opportunity of again alluding. 

to.it, She, gives him, an answer, and hows him 
that it. is very impolite to. interrupt the conversa- 
tion of others, or to engross, attention, when com- 
pany is present. Much pleasure is /destroyed, and 
much-improvement prevented, by. permitting the- 
conversation of friends: to; be interrupted, by the 
loquacity: of children. ©. | ' | wen 1 
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* Some, parents, to gyoid. this, inconvenience, 


when visiters arrive. | This: is treating children 
with;injustice, and the parents mugt reap'the-mor- 
tifying consequences 1n-their uncultivated man- 
ners. and. uncultivated minds, - Hence, 1n -many 
ntlemen's families you find awkward and clown- 
ish:children...-If children are banished from pleas- 
ing and intelligent society, they must necessarily 
grow. up, rude and: ignorant... The course to be 
pursued, therefore, is plain. They should be often 
regent, when friends yisit you. But they should 
| taught to conduct/properly—to s8it, in stJence 
and listen. They sHtould not speak unless spoken 
to... - And above all, they should not be thrust for- 
ward upon the attention of visiters, to exhibit their 
attainments, and receive flattery as profusely as 
your friends may be pleased to deal 1t-out;7” for 
friends are-invariably too thoughtless of the good 

of children. But more of this hereafter. 

SIGMA. 
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HINTS TO YOUNG FEMALES—NO. 2. 


THeRe is no fact, the truth of which is more ob- 
vious, than that * domestic life isa woman's sphere, 
and it is there that she is most usefully as well as 
most- appropriately employed. But 8ociety, too, 
feels her influence, and owes. to her, iti a great 
measure, its balance 'and its tone. She may be 
here a corrective of what is wrong, a moderator 
of what is unruly, a restraint of what is indeco- 
rous. ' Her'presence may be a pledge against im- 
propriety and excess, a check on vice, and a pro- 
tection to virtue.” © Arora Bins 
©And it is her delicacy which will secure to her 
8uch an influence, and enable her to maintain it. 
It is the policy of licentiousness to undermine 
where it cannot openly attack, and to weaken by 
stratagem what it nr Meg rudely assail. But a 
delicate woman will be as much upon her guard 
against the insidious as against the direct assault, 
and will no more tolerate the inuendo 'than the 
avowal, She will shrink from the licentiousness 
whieh is couched in ambiguous phrase -or veiled 
in covert allusion, and from the immorality which, 
though it'may not offend the ear, is meant to cor- 
rupt the heart. And though a depraved taste may 
relish the condiments of 'viee, or an unscrupulous 
palate receive them without detection, her virtue 
will be too gensitive not to reject the poison, and to 
recoil '8pontaneously from the touch. | 
- 7 is,” indeed, the point of honor in wo- 
man. And her purity of manner will insure to 
her deference, and repress, more effectually than 
any other influence, impropriety of every kind. 
A delicate woman, too, 


innocent that it need therefore be/dull. "The sen- 
timent of woman contributes much to social inter- 


-immediately end their, children. from the. rom, | polish 


Il be more loved, as well | 5 


| COrYrectness. 


RD 


est.; her feeling imparts life, and ber gentleness a 


I8N, & 4 ” [234 #41 | "1377742 
f It js not, however, by. effort that-she will 8nc- 
ceed, nor by mere volubility: that, 8he will. render 
herself agreeable. Some women .seem to thiuk 
time lost when they are not.talking,;—and whether 
it be mere worldly tittle-tattle, or jnsipid sentiment- 
alism, in which. they, indulge, they are equally. jn- 
patient of listening, and equally anxious to engross. 
But soliloquizing is not conversation.. In woman, 
too, an attetnpt_ at display is always disagreeable, 
and even bnlliancy will. not atone for it. It is 
thought bad, enough for her to | write octayog,— 
what must be thought of her it she speaks folios? 
The charm of conversation is feeling ; forget- 
ting one's 8elf, and sy mpathizing with others, It is 
not to 8hine, but to please, that a woman should 
desire, and she will do 80 only when 8be is grace- 
ful and unaffected, —when her wish | is not. 80 
much to be admired as to contribute to the gratifi- 
cation of others. 
 *And, for this purpose, she must bring into 80- 
ciety heart and mind. 'The one will teach” her 
how to feel for those around her, the other howto 
adapt herself to them z and both will con- 
tribute to. her -agreeableness. The insipidity . of 
gome women 1s attributable more to want of inter- 
est than of capacity, It is not because they have 
nothing to say, that they s8ay nothing, nor because 
they are deficient, that they are-trifling. - They 
8ometimes do not trouble themselves to be a 
ble. "They think that, if they look pretty, and are 
inoffensive, they fulfil their part ; and they glide 
through lite like tame animals, and are almost as 
indolent and as selfish. _ It is well, if, when they 
cease to.be. ornamental, they do not become as 
troublesome, | | 
A woman 8bould always do her utmost-to 
please ; and an expression of interest is often 8uffi- 
cient. 'To be a good listener, and to reply with 
ea8e, good sense, and good breeding, are the most 
requisite qualities for an agreeable companion; 
but the sealed lips, the vacant 8tare, and the abrupt 
transition, are equally rude and disappointing. - 
{This indifference is inexcusable in those whose 
talent for conversation might be 80 eagily improved. 
English women are proverbially silent; yet there 
is no reas0n why they | should be 80; nor. why, 
because they are exemplary at home, they Should 
be insipid in 8ociety. It is their boast that their 
education-is superior : ,it is then the more to their 
discredit, when it fails in what is surely an impor- 
tant result. And if men are too apt 1to-retire-to 
themselves,—if they talk of politics and the chase, 
whilst dress and tittle-tattle are discussed upon the 
8ofa,—may not their exclusiveness be, in -gree 
measure, attributable to the bad grace with which 
they are too frequently received ? Might not the 
aucherie of the. one, and the jusipidity ' of the 
other circle, be | often much relieved by a little 
more 8ympathy between them? But these are 
ohly hints.. Every female will see and feel-their 
DELTA. 


[ FOR THE LADIES” REPOSITORY. ] 


CLAIMS OF” CHRISTIANITY UPON FEMALES: 
NUMBER I. ("#7 | 
Tra Christianity bas special and' strong claims 
upon females, can be doubted by no one who has 
paid 8vitable attention to the'subject; and that 


«3.4 WS. 0 


overwhelming. 


2%, we tears MIF ao dr EET 0 ms —— 
wh PR "VORen. 7 Cy » - Re” — — - , 
p "i of % * 


310 THE' UNIVERSALIST, AND 


—_— 


those views of it, presented by Universaliem haye 
the 8trongest and most rational claims upon 1 
is a fact, it is believed, equally obvious. In the 
present and 80me future articles, I shall call the 
attention of the female readers of the Universalist 


to a few reflections upon these topics. 'They are 


subjects, 'if I mistake not, in the discussjon of 
which all females will feel a deep and lively inter- 
est, Certain it is, that females are intimately and 
deeply interested in them, - 

- I 8b6ll probably pursue in these Jabors an un- 
beaten course. 1 shall occupy ground which has 
not, to my knowledge, been directly improved by 
any of the writers in our religious periodicals. 
Occasional hints may have been thrown out ; but 
nothing like'a connected and careful view of it, 
has fallen under my own observation. It is de- 
sirable, therefore, in the outset, to have a distinct 
understanding of the 'subject to be investigated. 

What then is intended in the present discussion, 
by the *claims of Christianity upon females ?” 
This phrase should be distinctly defined and un- 

rs100d, and what is its —_— It is this: 
Christianity, in its purity. and simplicity, possesses 
a peculiar adaptation to the leading traits in the 
character and constitutional inclinations of wornan. 
Itis admirably suited to the tenderness and warmth 
of her affections, and' to her ruling temperament 
and disposition as a 8ocial and 8ympathetic being. 
It meets and gratifies the generous and refined 
gympathies of her nature, and gives full scope 
to those 8entiments of kindness and compassion 
which spontaneously spring up in her bosom. It 
has conferred yon her great benefits, and put her 


- in possession of high and distinguished —_—_— 
N- 


ivileges. which are truly invaluable to her. 


"der its mild dominion she has been raised to the 


rank in” 8ociety for which the Creator evidently 
designed her. She has as8umed her appropriate 
8tation among rational and social beings. 

She is no longer a 8lave, but a companion : no 
longer a neglected and despised menial, but a 


_ Cherished and esteemed friend. She is even looked 
* up to as the most finished model of human excel- 
Jence and perfection. Christianity has, therefore, 


produced a most felicitous change in her condi- 
tion. It has meliorated it to an almost inconceiv- 
able: degree. Compare the condition of woman 
before the Christian era, with what it has been 


 8ince, and egpecially with what it is in Christian 


countries at the present day, and the contrast is 
ut the gospel has not only im- 
proved greatly the condition of females, it has also 
O "to them new and delightful s8ources of 
hope and joy, of hopes and joys perfectly conge- 
nial with the noblest affections and most generous 


aspirations of their own hearts, 
+ These, and'other- changes highly auspicious to | 


females, have been affected by: the” kindly influ- 
ence of Christiauity, and' has it not, therefore, high 
and liarly 8trong claims, npon them ? Does it 
not, jn return, demand, and that justly, their grati- 
tude, their zealous and persevering devotion to its 
interests? Does it not call upon them, with 8ome- 
thing like paternal authority, to 8tudy its principles 
and history with the deepest attention, 'and to 
make themselves familiarly and- thorou AC- 
uainted with its doctrines, and duties, and hopes ? 
ves it not demand of them a-cheerful renuncia- 
tion of all antichristian opinions and habits, an un- 
disguised public prof 


esgion of its own sublime 


 tianity in_its most liberal | 


Fe _ 


truths, and the and resolute exertion of all 


hem, | their influence to extend' a knowledge of thern in” 
the ——_— m which they live, and throug 


the world ? ' Every Christian will answer the 
queſtions in the affirmative, Iu T0 

But I have a few further remarks to make before 
I enter upon the direct discussion of the respective 
topics involved in the subject before me. The 
fernale readers of the Universalist will please to 
accept the tender of congratulation that a portion 
of it has been 8et apart and devoted to their 8pe- 
cial instruction and benefit. Such a de ent 
was obviously demanded by the exigencies of the 
times, The existing 8tate of the public mind. re- 
quired it. Of this fact, the more observant and 
reflecting were aware. A wonderful change of 
opinion on. the gubject of theology has taken place 
in our community, ; 

Within the- last quarter of a century, liberal ' 
views of religion have adyanced with singular 
rapidity. They have asxumed an elevated and 
commanding attitude, , With the more enlighten- 
ed and candid they are no longer repulsive and 


disreputable. 'They look upon them with com- 


placency, and as their real character and tendency 
8hall be more fully developed, they will unques- 
tionably exhibit an aspect more and more attract- 
ive ny lovely in the eye of the community at large. 

They are gradually, but by sure 8teps, working 
their way into the high places of the earth. They 
already occupy 8eats in our halls of legislation, in 
our 8eminaries of learning, and in our courts- of 
justice., 'They. are moreover working like leaven 
inalmost every church of whatever communion in 
our country, 'The friends of them are every da 
becoming more and more numerous and influential 
From a few devoted adyocates, who were-too en- 
lightened and independent, and withal too honest 
to bend the knee to prevailing errors, because they 
had been hallowed by the popular voice, they.have 
become * a great multitude which noman can num- 
ber,” and they will, eventually, it is firmly believed, 
include * every creature in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the ea, 
and all that are in them.” , 

*'The north will give up and the 8outh keep not 
back.' 'The 80ns of God will join them from far, 
* and his daughters from the ends of the earth.” 
They will renounce the. traditions of men, and 
embrace  those.. more. consistent and honorable 
views of God and his government which: Chris- 
| liberal construction inculcates. 
They will come to the know of the. 
truth that * Christ is indeed. the. Savior of -the- 
world,” . They will believe in him- as Such,. | 
knowing his love which passeth knowledge,” the 
will confess-him before the world as 8uch. 

Many have already..done this, but | 


we do not find comparatively « great n r of 


females. This circumstance has -.excited some 
8urprise among the friends of liberal 8enti | 
It is also often adverted to in preaching and-.reli- 
ious conversation, and great use.is made of it -in 
> up 90 females from attending the meetings, 


reading the writings, or taking. meagures to 
 antvatned rich che webs and argu: 
ments of Universalists; and reprebensible as. thi 

expedient is, it has too often, I am gorry to ay, 
proved 8uccessful. In my next, therefore, I shall 
gubject this circunastance to a careful examination. 
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[For THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


PROPOSED DISCUSSION. 


ttxy. Adin Ballou, editor. of the © Independent 
: »nger,” has given a general challenge to the 
' Universalist clergy to debate the question of future 
rewards and } This cballenge has 
been accepted by the editor, and the discussion 
will take place on Tuesday, the 20th day of March 
next. | 

 _ On seeing his. challenge, we immediately ad- 
dressed to him the following note, and have re- 
ceived the annexed reply. We publish them both, 
that our. readers may know what course things 
have taken. D. D. $. 


61d 


Boston, Feb. 10, 1834. 


Rev. Avis BaLLov. Dxear Sik—PFrom your 
paper of last Saturday, I learn that you have sent 
forth a challenge to debate the question—* Do the 


8criptures teach the doctrine of future rewards |. 


hol 

_ puntshments ? I should prefer another form 
of expression, viz :—o the scriptures teach the doc- 
trine, that men will be punished and rewarded 8ubse- 
quently to this hſe (or aſter death) for the deeds done 
im this life ? 

To your other proposals, I have no objections, 
except I cannot conceive it necessary to have two 
reporters, as 8uch an arrangement would greatly 
increase the expenses of the discussion. How- 
ever, I have no particular objection to s8uch an ar- 


ment, 
It, therefore, you will change the farm of the 
question as I have 8uggested, I accept your chal- 
lenge, and-shall hold myself in readiness to meet 
you as you propose. . And you may rest assured, 
gr, that I will treat you with respect, and the 8ub- 
ject with all the candor its merits demand. | 
As you have given the challenge, it devolves on 
you to appoint the tzme and place for the debate. — 
have confidence in. my cause, and am willing to 
_ defend it. 
Please attend to this immediately, and oblige 
Yours Respectfully, 
go Dane D. SmitTH. 
Rev. Aviv BAaLLoU. 


ANSWER. 
cars > Mendon, Feb. 12, 1834. 

Rey. Damier D. Sxyrn.; DEAR 8i1x—Your 
note of the 10th inst; Has been received and con- 
8idered. I am happy, to find you ready to accept 
ur Une wth; blic discussion. I deem it the 
t possible evidence, that your confidence is 
strong and sincere in the soundness of your dis- 
Rae 00 popaiger tems 
ou prefer a chan 
question, and would-have it framed thus :—* Do 
the gcriptures teach the doctrine that men will be 
tt yada rewarded 8ubsequently to this be (or 
_- Oy Baa ſanta men ,.1f 
in its natural sense, as expressing the 
ral idea of rewards and punishments- after 
life 1 "a account We conduct pit de fn this 
have no « on to adoption of your 
s yy ze of my own. Presumi $ hp 
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be g willing to accommodate, I con- 
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you choose to 8tate the 


POSI TORY. 


8ent tothe form in which 
question. bs TT &4< - 

As it respects two reporters, I am not strenuous, 
If we can procure the services-of a bers am 
in whose skill and integrity-we have both full con- 
fidence, I shall be satisftied with one. 

I would name 'Tuesday, the 20th day-of March 
next, as the time for commencing the discussiop. 
The particular place in Boston, not being yet pA 
vided, I must of course leave that with the other 
preliminaries to be settled hereafter, If you can 
do anything 4o facilitate the necessary arrange- 
ments, I beg you will do 80.' Or if you have any 
method to propose, whereby we may be able mu- 
tually to forward those arrangements, please to 

ive me immediate information, Let me hear 
rom you 800n, and in the meantime,” dear ir, 
rest as8ured that I heartily reciprocate the candor 
and good feeling with which you advance to meet 
me. Respectfully yours, 
-Avin BALLov. 


Rev. Dane, D. SmriTn. 


[ FOR THE LADIES' REPOSITORY. ] 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tas article bearing the signature of * Eliza? has 
come to hand, and shall receive due attention. 
* Numa,” shall have a place in our next. * Augus- 
tus,' was not received in season for this week's 
per. *L. W. $8, is also received, and sball 
ave a place 800n. Several poetical effugions are 
on hand, and shall be disposed of as s0on as pos- 
81ble. D. D. 8. 


LETTERS RECEIVED DURING THE WEEK 
ENDING FEBRUARY 15. 


R. B. CnamBeRLaAin, Barnard, Vt. -P. M. Dana, 
Mass. $1. P. M. Woburn, Mass. P. M. 

Mass. J. Bosworth, Taunton, Mass. E. Thomp- 
gon, Lynn, Mass. R. Slocomb, Haverhill, Mass. 
P. M. Hartford, Conn. P. M. Hudson, N. Y. $1: 
Rev. A. Ballou, Mendon, Mass, 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST, ] 


OBITUARY. 


Died in tymout, Mass., on the 20th of Feb. 1834, 
William Wallace Holmes, son of Ephraim and Mary Ann 
Holmes, aged 1 year, 10 months, and 15 days. _ - ; 


Mer not; bereft .and grieving ones, mourn not the 8ad 
| ech 
OC him-80 -' unto your hearts, who now hath pazzed 


| wane 46 {gh {1 
And _ e new-spread blossom of a floweret, scarce in 
oom, | | | £7 f1 of 
Ere. blighted by the frost of death, he'sank into the tomb. 


For though on him existence dawned with feeble ray, and 
| short, 
Yet was his 80ul within the ways of folly, still peg 2 
And vice, _ care, had ne'er bedimmed its pure $4- 
c ame, | 
But, still unmarred, it sped to him, from whence the spirit 
came. | | 


O yes ! "that 
By his own 'w1 
your all, | X a 
O! then submit in faith to him beneath this grievous 

load, R | ; — x... 
And EE AS ors bereaved ones, but place your truat, | 
in d 


t fled to him whose mercy did recall, _ 
and just decree, your joy, your. hope, 


{ FOR THE UNIVERSALAST.'] 
— TY 
CHRIST'S AGONY. 
' And he was withdrawn ſrom them about a stone's cast, 
a1 kneeled down and prayed, 8aying, Father, if thou be 


ms li remore this ag from me : ws rp not my 
will but. And the d an angel 


4 


prayed tho | 
£146 _— of blood, ſling to the grougd.—Loxs xxii. 


'Twas midnight, : and dark 
Hung its veil o'er the sky ; 
When, 8ad at his heart, 
(For his time was drawn or 
Knelt the child-of the Cross, on the cold, dewy 50d, 
To offer his griefs at the shrine of his God. 


0, fervent that prayer ! 
'On the #tilness of night 
; Fled the depths of his 80u 
To the Fountain of light ; 
For, darkly, dismay 8hed its blight o 'er his mind, 
And he Sought there relief of his Father to find. 


And thus uttered Christ 
. , His petition of woe 
While moisture, like blood, 
From his forehead did flow, 
As, sadly. and humbly, he wrestled with grief, 
And 80ught at the footstool of heaven, relief ;— 


©O, Father,” he 8aid, 
/, With an agonized cry, 
| n I would pray that this cup 
F May pass abr napg' by 3 
But nevertheless, if thy will so divine, 
Should otherwise deem—O ! let my will be thine,” 


BY. lo! { at his 8ide, 
right glory arrayed, 
of heaven, 
en pogncs displayed : 
On the. pinicks love, to his spirit he brought 
Sweet 80lace and peace, for which long he had sought. 


- 
= 


A ron 


And that consolation, 
* he rot from = pps $tole, 
ike droppings of hone 
> bites to his pronry 
And calmly et ods he arose from the 80d, 
To render his life at the will of his God. 
HARP OF ISRAEL, 


[ FOR THE UNIV ERSALIST. ] 


THE WEEPING BOY. 


[The following lines were written by a young miss, who 
has not yet reached her thirteenth year, We give 'them 
an.insertion, to encourage LA improvement.] Ep. 


O tell me, brother; tell me; why, in dark _—_—_ 
Those bitter tears are flowing thine eyelids fair ; ; 
Mourn you the ad decease of sister, who mI—_s 
Unto the land of peace, and left us here alone 

Not that, dear sister, no, it is not that. 


Then is the cause the wail of yonder tolling bell, 
Whose 8ad'ning cadence breathes a spirit's last farewell 
= earth, as ee ah on, its lifeless frame is borne, 
moulder in tomb, and unto dust return ? 
FT frm that, "dear. sister; no, it is not that. 


I weep not vow Ago death of sister, who has fled, 
And wits the mansions of the dead ,— 
I mourn n tHith oy 1 of yonder tolling bell 
But y_e Tout I should be forever scourged n hell, 
-.,* , "For that, dearsister, 'tis for that I Weep. 


Bak brother, God $ays, * I'll destroy both sin and hell, 
s corruption cleanse, and ever with him dwell. 


| ” 


| Ef $8 por dozen. 
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f For THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


LINES FOR A CHILD. 


* Suffer little children to come unto me, and 1 forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven,” 


What blissful sounds are those 1 hear ? 
"Tis music from above: | 
It falls 80 gently on my ear, 
It melts my sou with love. 


'Tis not the harsh, discordant voice, 
Of wrath or slavish fear, 

That bids my infant heart rejoice, 
And dries the falling tear. . 


wm 'tis the Savior meek-and mild ; ; 
I know his voice full well: 
_ He loves to hear the little child, 
His loving-kindness tell. 


+ Suffer these Iittle ones to obikis, 
Forbid them not,” he cries, 
« For 8uch his blood most freely run ; 
Of 8uch his kingdom 1 is. 


Then tune my heart, prepare my tongue ; 
O teach my lips to sing, 


And let me chant a joyful song, 
To my Redeemer + Ag 7 


PROSPECTUS 
| OF A 


SEMI-MONTHLY RELIGIOUS PAPER, 
ENTITLED; THE 


UNIV BBSALIST; © 
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LADIES? REPOSITORY. 
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L. 8. EVERETT AND M. H. SMITH, 
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Trx publication, as indicated b 

the illustration and defence of 

of Universalism. Nothing is admitted into its Dees 

that is incompatible with the genius and epirit of 

pel. Its pages are mostly occupied with 

on the various topics of intact | 

of the work. ee” 
We shall everaim to make its 8tyle chat ond (os te 

rary character 8uch as shall command respect. , 

advocate the rights of females, and 7 CC 

for female education: In a word, no. Barts 

to render; * f Tis Pap TamALag7: AND LAD1 

ITORY' @ visitor at. 

male Universaliet. and g8uch a pu 

honor to our Jenomination, in the  provent impro 

of 8ociety. 


its title, is a to 
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